PEACE   TALKS

"Uncle Bubakr," as I know him now, is a kindly old man, but like most of
the Al 'Artas Seiyids he has little political sense. His solutions for difficulties,
if they were adopted, would undoubtedly result in even greater confusion.

We had a great dinner-party that night with all the principal Seiyids
of the place, for Hureidha is a town inhabited only by Al 'Attas Seiyids and
their dependents. It has a "Parliament," as Uncle Bubakr called it: all
the various families were represented and its decisions were recorded.
He said it was about a hundred and eighty years old.

Here, in Hureidha, the talk too was of peace, though the situation seemed
more hopeless than anywhere else, for the Wadi 'Amd was more torn with
feuds than any other part of the country. Seiyid Bubakr said it was
ridiculous that I should stay only six weeks, and when we left next morning
he handed me a letter which he had written to Sir Bernard asking that I
might stay longer.

Everywhere outside Mukalla I was begged to stay in the Hadhramaut,
because I think they really believed I could give them peace. Very often
there was tKb suggestion "if you do not stay something else must happen."
This was a strong undercurrent which was not immediately apparent on
the surface. Personally I never anticipated such a wide anxiety for me
to remain in the country. When I passed through Seiyun for the first
time since my return and halted in the market place talking to people in
the crowd, an old man came up and said to me: "Is it true that Ingrains
is coming?"

*             *             *

There was great excitement in Seiyun when we returned with *Ali bin
Salah and Salim bin Ja'fer. Both brought their stafis with tbem, and it
was an imposing processipn of cars which entered the town about five
o'clock in the afternoon. Everybody knew what was afoot, and ray
comings and goings had always created considerable interest as there was
a current fear amongst the common people that unless die British did some-
thing, some other force would. Much of this fear was due to Philby's
visit* They had thought he was the forerunner of a Sandian invasion.
I was told that he had removed stones from the road and that no one had
attempted to stop him, because, they said, Ibn Sa*ud chops off the hands of
those who interfere with the road. Then, top, there was everywhere the
fear that the Italians would come iato'the country. We were often blamed
for not having stopped them from taking Abyssinia and there were sojue
thought they would take the Hadhramaut also.